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| hope each of you had a restful spring break, and I'm sure everyone is looking for an
uneventful end to another successful year. Thank you to each of you for your continuing
support and outstanding service to students with disabilities.

| am beginning to make some adjustments in assignments for the next year but want to
assure you | do not anticipate a net decrease in staff. In fact, | do anticipate adding some
services but have made no decision at this time what schools will be involved. If you are
interested in making a change, you might keep an eye on postings throughout the summer
months.

QOur special education paras continue to do an outstanding job with the ParaPro
assessment, but we still have a number of individuals who have yet to 'take the plunge’. No
more sessions are planned for this year, but | do expect to offer additional computer
sessions in the fall. An announcement about those dates will be forthcoming in early

August.

Congratuiations to Roberta Farrand for being selected as the 2004 Paraprofessional of the

Yearl
2003 - 2004 Needs Assessment Survey gy —
The response to the 2003-2004 Special Education &-‘M——:f*il s
Paraprofessional Needs Assessment Survey was great . »c TR

Seventy-three percent compieted and returmned the
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survey. The Paraprofessional Committee appreciates all £ Teﬁc‘hmg ‘I‘huf ImpﬂC,TS 5 “ﬂ"

of them and the many helpful comments. The Committee f _
will work hard to plan the trainings that you've requested o~ nﬁ? heud TU hEUd, {
and will attempt to schedule them at a time and location f'.l-
that is convenient for the majority of individuals who ‘&3\ b[ﬂ' heaﬁ 10 hEdﬁ . {j‘
responded. :ﬁ} Howard G. Hendricks ]
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Thank you for taking the time to share your input. [ Ngn .’* <
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We now have a para link. Check it out! Go to the EVSC Homepage, click on Services, click
on Special Education, click on Programs, scroll down to Allied, and click on paraprofessional.
You might enjoy "surfing" some of these websites.
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IDEA Reauthorization

'The Hause has passed its version, H.R. 1350, and further legislative action awaits the
enactment of the Senate version, S. 1248. Once the full House and Senate have passed;
their respective bills, a Conference Committee (typically the same House and Senatne!I
committee leaders who first developed the bills) will be appointed to work on thei
differences between the two bills and report out a final version of the legisiation. This fmal
version then goes back to both the House and Senate for a final vote. It is this version of
the legislation that, once passed, goes to the President for signature and becomes Iaw.
There has been talk that since this is an election year some legisiators would prefer'

postponing final action until 2005. i

I
To become more knowledgeable on IDEA Reauthorization, go to CEC's home page at:
www.cec.sped.org

Click on Public Policy & Advocacy Legislative Action Center
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Thanks to all who participated in the para networking this past school year. Knowledge
was gained and shared by all who attended. It was a good chance to make new friends as
well as reconnecting with old ones.
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If anyone has suggestions on new ways for networking with b f:{“ N
co-workers for the next school year, please email me at T';-_ FJ \gj _
jreed@evansville.net or through school mail at Culver. a4 oo

Surnishirte Comimittee
We have recently formed a Sunshine Committee fo show our support fo fellow paras in

fime of need or to celebrate happy occasions with them. Please coniact Linda Messel at
Daniel Werfz - IIm0%0éem@evsc.k12.in.us or at 963-9424 with any Get Well, Sympathy.,

Thinking of You, or Congratulations card requests.






